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Matt Kenseth Overcomes Early Challenges to Finish Third at Dover, Crew Chief 

Todd Parrott Named NASCAR® MOOG®  ‘Problem Solver of the Race’ 
 

Southfield, Michigan, May 17, 2010…Matt Kenseth fought through a variety of early handling 

problems and a poor starting position to finish third in Sunday’s Autism Speaks 400 at the 

“Monster Mile” of Dover (Del.) International Speedway. Following the race, Kenseth’s crew 

chief, Todd Parrott, received the NASCAR® MOOG® “Problem Solver of the Race” Award in 

recognition of the pit strategy and multiple adjustments that helped Kenseth earn his fourth 

top-five finish of the year. 

 

Sponsored by global automotive components manufacturer Federal-Mogul Corporation 

(NASDAQ: FDML), the MOOG award is presented following each Sprint Cup event to the crew 

chief whose car posts the largest increase in average lap speed from the first half to the second 

half of the race while finishing on the lead lap. Kenseth’s #17 Crown Royal Black Ford, which 

started the day in 21st position, picked up a race-best 0.049-second per lap over the final 

200 laps at Dover. 

 

Kenseth, who had experienced tight handling during Friday’s practice session, reported that 

the #17 Ford was loose and lacking grip on entry into the corners early in Sunday’s race. 

Parrott and the Roush Fenway Racing crew responded with track bar and air pressure 

adjustments and the addition of a shim in the right front corner of the car during the first pit 

stop. These changes, combined with subsequent track bar and air pressure adjustments 

later in the day, seemed to unlock the precise steering and handling response of the car’s 

MOOG-equipped chassis. 

 



Kenseth also benefited from Parrott’s willingness to gamble at key moments, including his 

decision to keep the #17 car on the track during a caution on lap 245. That move catapulted 

Kenseth from seventh place into the lead and helped convince him that he had a 

competitive car. 

 

“Todd and Matt didn’t have a top-five car at the start, but they certainly did by the end of the 

day,” said Federal-Mogul Motorsports Director Tim Nelson. “The process of finding the right 

setup to address changing conditions – and then rolling the dice on track position – is what 

the MOOG Problem Solver award is all about. Todd and his crew fought all day long to get 

the very best from the #17 Ford.” 

 

MOOG chassis parts help deliver the consistent, precise steering and handling response 

needed to ensure success in NASCAR Sprint Cup competition. That’s why MOOG is the 

preferred chassis brand of crew chiefs and professional technicians. MOOG products are 

available through leading auto parts providers and vehicle service providers across North 

America. 

 

The benefits of MOOG parts and other leading Federal-Mogul repair solutions are at the 

center of the company’s innovative new "Smart Choice" multi-brand campaign designed to 

reinforce the message that longer lasting, better performing premium replacement products 

are today's best option for professionals and do-it-yourselfers. 

 

For additional information regarding MOOG steering and suspension products, please visit 

the brand’s technician-focused www.moogproblemsolver.com Web site or contact your 

MOOG supplier.  To learn more about the Federal-Mogul “Smart Choice” campaign, simply visit 

www.FMSmartChoice.com. 

 

About Federal-Mogul 

Federal-Mogul Corporation is a leading global supplier of powertrain, chassis and safety 

technologies, serving the world’s foremost original equipment manufacturers of automotive, 

light commercial, heavy-duty, agricultural, marine, rail, off-road and industrial vehicles, as 

well as the worldwide aftermarket. The company’s leading technology and innovation, lean 

manufacturing expertise, as well as marketing and distribution deliver world-class products, 



brands and services with quality excellence at a competitive cost. Federal-Mogul is focused 

on its sustainable global profitable growth strategy, creating value and satisfaction for its 

customers, shareholders and employees. Federal-Mogul was founded in Detroit in 1899. 

The company is headquartered in Southfield, Michigan, and employs nearly 41,000 people 

in 33 countries. 

 

Federal-Mogul’s aftermarket products are sold under a variety of brands, including but not 

limited to, AE® engine products, ANCO® wipers, Champion® spark plugs and wipers, Fel-

Pro® gaskets, Ferodo® brake pads, Glyco® bearings, Goetze® piston rings, MOOG® chassis 

products, National® wheel-end components, Nüral® pistons, Payen® gaskets, Sealed 

Power® engine products and Wagner® brake and lighting products. Visit the company’s 

Web site at www.federalmogul.com. 
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